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Report and photos by Nick Athanas 

 

 
Helmeted Woodpecker  - one of our most memorable sightings of the tour 

 

It had been a couple of years since I last guided this tour, and I had forgotten how much fun it could be. We covered a 

lot of ground and visited a great series of parks, lodges, and reserves, racking up a respectable group list of 459 bird 

species seen as well as some nice mammals. There was a lot of rain in the area, but we had to consider ourselves 

ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƴƛŜǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻƴƎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ǳǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

way of birds. My personal trip favorite sighting was our amazing and prolonged encounter with a rare Helmeted 

Woodpecker! Others of note included extreme close-ups of Spot-winged Wood-Quail, a surprise Sungrebe, multiple 

White-necked Hawks, Long-trained Nightjar, 31 species of antbirds, scope views of Variegated Antpitta, a point-blank 

Spotted Bamboowren, tons of colorful hummers and tanagers, TWO Maned Wolves at the same time, and Giant 

Anteater. This report is a bit light on text and a bit heavy of photos, mainly due to my insane schedule lately where I 

have hardly had any time at home, but all photos are from the tour. 
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The trip started in the city of Curitiba. Since everyone had arrived by early afternoon, I decided to spend a few hours 

ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ άōƻƴǳǎέ ς Or tried to... a ridiculously intense rainstorm put an end to that idea, and we 

instead enjoyed a nice dinner at a nearby Churascurria (Brazilian steakhouse). The trip started for real the next morning 

as we drove out of the city and into the mountains to the northeast. A quiet dirt road through the forest was pretty 

ŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ άŦƛǊǎǘǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘǊƛǇΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ōƛǊŘǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǇƭŀƴŘ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ 

Rainforest sites, but we did get our only sighting of Bare-throated Bellbird ς even though it is easily heard, it is often 

surprisingly hard to see. A few others of note included Hooded Berryeater, Rufous-tailed Attila, Ochre-collared Piculet, 

Star-throated Antwren, Olivaceous Elaenia, Brown-breasted Pygmy-Tyrant, and Greenish Tyrannulet. We then drove 

north and then dropped down to the coast, spending the night in Cananeia. We looked for Red-tailed Parrot on Ilha 

Comprida in the afternoon, having only flight views of it, but managed to see Restinga Tyrannulet and Greenish 

Schiffornis during our search. We had far better luck next morning, birding a different road and this time getting great 

scope views of the parrot along with Black-backed Tanager, Azure Jay, and others. On the drive out, Holly asked me to 

turn around and go back for a raptor ς good call as it turned out to be a White-necked Hawk, which we enjoyed both 

perched and soaring. It rained most of the drive to Intervales, though we did get a Gray-hooded Attila at our picnic stop, 

and got to Intervales in time for some late afternoon birding. We looked at the feeders and tracked down some rather 

common birds, but the big highlight that first afternoon was the fantastic Long-trailed Nightjar just after dusk. 

       
Restinga Tyrannulet and Red-tailed Parrot near Cananeia 

 
White-necked Hawk soaring over the road as we were leaving Cananeia 
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Gray-hooded Attila on the way to Intervales, and an Azure-shouldered Tanager at the feeders there 

Our two full days at Intervals were some of the best of the trip! We had nice weather, cooperative birds, and great local 

guide named Betinho who helped find many superb species. Breakfast the first morning was a bit delayed, but he took 

us to a street light where Red-ruffed Fruitcrow, Shear-tailed Gray Tyrant, and other birds were coming in to eat insects 

at dawn, making our late breakfast far tastier. Then, as we reached our intended birding track, he calmly told us he had 

nest of Gray-bellied Hawk staked out, and indeed it was the first bird we saw after getting out of the car. Not just a chick 

on the nest, but the adult perched nearby. Betinho had other tricks up his sleeve like places where he was feeding Red-

and-white Crake, Spot-winged Wood-Quail, and Gray Tinamou. He was trying to feed a Variegated Antpitta, but with 

less success, but it hung around long enough for me to get a scope on it in the undergrowth near the lodge. Even 

without such stakeouts, the birding was usually terrific with nice ones like Black-fronted Piping-Guan, Pileated Parrot, 

Squamate Antbird, Giant and Tufted Antshrikes, Violet-crowned Plovercrest, Spot-billed Toucanet, Yellow-fronted 

Woodpecker, Robust Woodpecker, .ŜǊǘƻƴƛΩǎ and Ochre-rumped Antbirds, White-browed Foliage-gleaner, hǳǎǘŀƭŜǘΩǎ 

and Bay-ringed Tyrannulets, Cinnamon-vented Piha, Short-tailed Antthrush, loads of tanagers, and lots of others. I 

already mentioned Helmeted Woodpecker, which we watched for something like ten minutes as it pecked and prodded 

a Cecropia trunk very close to us. This was just total luck, as we came across one right next to the track ς there are not 

many here (or anywhere fƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƪƛǘǘƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

stick around. 

 
Red-and-White Crake coming in to eat corn near the HQ at Intervales. 
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Red-ruffed Fruitcrow and Shear-tailed Gray Tyrant that were feeding on insects near a street light 

 
Squamate Antbird singing near the trail at Intervales 

 
Black-fronted Piping-Guan at Intervales 


