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Helmeted Woodpeckerone of our most memorable sightings of the tour

It had been a couple of years sintlast guided this tour, and | had forgotteow mud fun it could be. We covered a

lot of ground and visited a great series of parks, lodges, and reserves, racking up a respectable group list of 459 L
species seen as well as some nice mammals. Twasea lot of rain in the area, but we had to consider ourselves
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way of birds. My personal trip favorite sighting was our amazing @natbnged encounter with a rarélelmeted
Woodpecket Others of note included extreme closgs of Spotwinged WoodQuail, a surpriseSungrebe multiple
White-necked HawksLongtrained Nightjar, 31 species adintbirds, scope views ofariegated Antpittg apoint-blank
Spotted Bamboowrentons of colorfulhummers and tanagers TWOManed Wolvesat the same time, andsiant
Anteater. This report is a bit light on text and a bit heavy of photos, mainly due to my insane schedule lately where
have hardly had angyme at home, but all photos are from the tour.
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The trip started in the city of Curitiba. Since everyone had arrived by early afternoon, | decided to spend a few hou
OANRAY3I 2dza (G 2 dzi 4 dQR BiediioK. & rid@woiisintehsa railstorm pu afi drdl fo that idea, and we
instead enjoyed a nice dinner at a neai®lurascurrigBrazilian steakhouseJhe trip started for real the next morning

as we drove out of the city and into the mountains to the northeast. A quiet dirt road throlgtidrest was pretty
FOGADPST IAGAYA Ylye aFANRGaAE F2NJ ONRALIO azad 2F (KSa.
Rainforest sites, but we did get our only sightingBafrethroated Bellbird ¢ even though it is easily heard,ig often
surprisingly hard to seé few others of note includeHlooded BerryeaterRufoustailed Attila, Ochrecollared Piculet
Starthroated Antwren, Olivaceous ElaenjaBrown-breasted PygmyTyrant, and Greenish TyrannuletWe then drove

north and then droppd down to the coast, spending the night in Cananeia. We looke®éakailed Parroton Ilha
Comprida in the afternoon, having only flight views of it, but managed to Restinga Tyrannuletand Greenish
Schiffornisduring our search. We had far better kunext morning, birding a different road and this time gettgrgat
scopeviews of the parrot along witBlackbacked TanagerAzure Jayand othersOn the drive out, Holly asked me to

turn around and go back for a raptqrgood call as it turned out tbe aWhite-necked Hawk which we enjoyed both
perched and soaring. It rained most of the drive to Intervales, though we did @edyghooded Attilaat our picnic stop,

and got to Intervales in time for some late afternoon birding. We looked at the feedetdracked down some rather
common birds, but the big highlight that first afternoon was the fantastiogtrailed Nightjarjust after dusk.

White-necked Hawk soaring over the road aswere leaving Cananeia
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Grayhooded Attilaon the way to Intervales, anchadzureshouldered Tanager at the feeders there

Our twofull days at Intervals wersomeof the best of the trip! We had nice weather, cooperative birds, and great local
guide naned Betinho who helped find many superb species. Breakfast the first morning was a bit delayed, but he too
us to a street light wher®edruffed Fruitcrow, Sheartailed Gray Tyrantand other birds were coming in to eat insects

at dawn, making our late bakfast far tastier. Then, as we reached our intended birding track, he calmly told us he had
nest ofGray-bellied Hawkstaked out, and indeed it was the first bird wansafter getting out of the calNot just a chick

on the nest, but the adult perched agby. Betinho had other tricks up his sleeve like places where he was fdRéihg
and-white Crake Spotwinged WoodQuail, andGray Tinamou He was trying to feed ¥Wariegated Antpittg but with

less success, but it hung around long enough for me to gatope on it inthe undergrowth near the lodge. Even
without such stakeouts, the birding was usually terrific with nice onesBikekfronted PipingGuan Pileated Parrot
Squamate Antbird Giant and Tufted Antshrikes Violet-crowned Plovercrest Spotbilled Toucanet Yellowfronted
Woodpecker Robust Woodpecker. S NJi and ®ddr@rumped Antbirds White-browed Foliagegleaner h dz& G | £ S (
and Bayringed Tyrannulets Cinnamonvented Piha Shorttailed Antthrush, loads oftanagers and lots of others. |
already mentionedHelmeted Woodpeckerwhich we watched for something like ten minutes as it pecked and prodded
a Cecropiarunk very close to us. This was just total luck, as we came across one right next to thettrak are not

many here (or anywhere2fNJ G KIF G YFGGSNOE YR AF @2dz I NE F2NOSR (2
stick around.
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Redand-White Crake coming in to eat corn near the HQ at Intervales.
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Squamate Antbird singing near the trail at Intervales

Blackfronted PipingGuan at Intervales
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